
Welcome to the 1960s and 1970s! 



What do you look for in a Presidential candidate?
•Which presidents have exemplified these criteria in the past?

•Do you see any of these characteristics in current or recent 
presidents?



• Nixon v Kennedy

• Charm vs. Resume

• Entitlement vs. Hard Work

• Catholic vs. Protestant

• Youth vs. Experience

Election of 1960

10 1960s/Richard_Nixon_s_Sweaty_Debate.asf






"ask not what your country can do for you, ask what you 
can do for your country”

What parts are your favorites? 

What are the speech’s weaknesses?



1. …we observe today not a victory of party, but a celebration of freedom—symbolizing an end, as well as a beginning—
signifying renewal, as well as change. For I have sworn before you and Almighty God the same solemn oath our 
forebears prescribed nearly a century and three quarters ago.

2. The world is very different now. For man holds in his mortal hands the power to abolish all forms of human poverty 
and all forms of human life. And yet the same revolutionary beliefs for which our forebears fought are still at issue 
around the globe—the belief that the rights of man come not from the generosity of the state, but from the hand of 
God.

3. We dare not forget today that we are the heirs of that first revolution. Let the word go forth from this time and place, 
to friend and foe alike, that the torch has been passed to a new generation of Americans—born in this century, 
tempered by war, disciplined by a hard and bitter peace, proud of our ancient heritage—and unwilling to witness or 
permit the slow undoing of those human rights to which this Nation has always been committed, and to which we are 
committed today at home and around the world.

4. Let every nation know, whether it wishes us well or ill, that we shall pay any price, bear any burden, meet any 
hardship, support any friend, oppose any foe, in order to assure the survival and the success of liberty.

5. This much we pledge—and more.

JFK Inaugural Address



6. To those old allies whose cultural and spiritual origins we share, we pledge the loyalty of 
faithful friends. United, there is little we cannot do in a host of cooperative ventures. 
Divided, there is little we can do—for we dare not meet a powerful challenge at odds and 
split asunder.

7. To those new States whom we welcome to the ranks of the free, we pledge our word 
that one form of colonial control shall not have passed away merely to be replaced by a 
far more iron tyranny. We shall not always expect to find them supporting our view. But 
we shall always hope to find them strongly supporting their own freedom—and to 
remember that, in the past, those who foolishly sought power by riding the back of the 
tiger ended up inside.

8. To those peoples in the huts and villages across the globe struggling to break the bonds 
of mass misery, we pledge our best efforts to help them help themselves, for whatever 
period is required—not because the Communists may be doing it, not because we seek 
their votes, but because it is right. If a free society cannot help the many who are poor, it 
cannot save the few who are rich.



9. To our sister republics south of our border, we offer a special pledge—to convert our good words into good deeds—in a 
new alliance for progress—to assist free men and free governments in casting off the chains of poverty. But this 
peaceful revolution of hope cannot become the prey of hostile powers. Let all our neighbors know that we shall join 
with them to oppose aggression or subversion anywhere in the Americas. And let every other power know that this 
Hemisphere intends to remain the master of its own house. 9

10. To that world assembly of sovereign states, the United Nations, our last best hope in an age where the instruments of 
war have far outpaced the instruments of peace, we renew our pledge of support—to prevent it from becoming merely 
a forum for invective—to strengthen its shield of the new and the weak—and to enlarge the area in which its writ may 
run. 10

11. Finally, to those nations who would make themselves our adversary, we offer not a pledge but a request: that both 
sides begin anew the quest for peace, before the dark powers of destruction unleashed by science engulf all humanity 
in planned or accidental self-destruction. 11

12. We dare not tempt them with weakness. For only when our arms are sufficient beyond doubt can we be certain 
beyond doubt that they will never be employed. 12

13. But neither can two great and powerful groups of nations take comfort from our present course—both sides 
overburdened by the cost of modern weapons, both rightly alarmed by the steady spread of the deadly atom, yet 
both racing to alter that uncertain balance of terror that stays the hand of mankind's final war. 13



14. So let us begin anew—remembering on both sides that civility is not a sign of weakness, 
and sincerity is always subject to proof. Let us never negotiate out of fear. But let us never 
fear to negotiate.

15. Let both sides explore what problems unite us instead of belaboring those problems 
which divide us.

16. Let both sides, for the first time, formulate serious and precise proposals for the inspection 
and control of arms—and bring the absolute power to destroy other nations under the 
absolute control of all nations.

17. Let both sides seek to invoke the wonders of science instead of its terrors. Together let us 
explore the stars, conquer the deserts, eradicate disease, tap the ocean depths, and 
encourage the arts and commerce.

18. Let both sides unite to heed in all corners of the earth the command of Isaiah—to "undo 
the heavy burdens ... and to let the oppressed go free."

19. And if a beachhead of cooperation may push back the jungle of suspicion, let both sides 
join in creating a new endeavor, not a new balance of power, but a new world of law, 
where the strong are just and the weak secure and the peace preserved.



20.All this will not be finished in the first 100 days. Nor will it be finished in the first 1,000 
days, nor in the life of this Administration, nor even perhaps in our lifetime on this planet. 
But let us begin.

21. In your hands, my fellow citizens, more than in mine, will rest the final success or failure 
of our course. Since this country was founded, each generation of Americans has been 
summoned to give testimony to its national loyalty. The graves of young Americans who 
answered the call to service surround the globe.

22. Now the trumpet summons us again—not as a call to bear arms, though arms we need; 
not as a call to battle, though embattled we are—but a call to bear the burden of a long 
twilight struggle, year in and year out, "rejoicing in hope, patient in tribulation"—a 
struggle against the common enemies of man: tyranny, poverty, disease, and war itself.

23. Can we forge against these enemies a grand and global alliance, North and South, East 
and West, that can assure a more fruitful life for all mankind? Will you join in that historic 
effort?



24. In the long history of the world, only a few generations have been granted the role of 
defending freedom in its hour of maximum danger. I do not shrink from this 
responsibility—I welcome it. I do not believe that any of us would exchange places with 
any other people or any other generation. The energy, the faith, the devotion which we 
bring to this endeavor will light our country and all who serve it—and the glow from that 
fire can truly light the world.

25. And so, my fellow Americans: ask not what 
your country can do for you—ask what you can 
do for your country.



Bay of Pigs

• The U. S. backed Batista, who was overthrown by Castro 
• He had asked for U. S. help and appointed non-Communists, but the 

CIA attempted to remove him from power

•April 1961
• 1,400 American-trained Cubans tried to start a civil war
• They failed. “A perfect failure.”

https://www.history.com/topics/cold-war/bay-of-pigs-invasion


The Cuban Missile Crisis

http://cloudsovercuba.com/


JFK Legacy Poster: 

•Create a propaganda poster for JFK’s legacy
• Image (metaphor)
•Slogan
•3+ facts (cite source)
•Thesis for JFK’s legacy
When you finish,
Turn it in to seesaw, 
then grab a notebook 
guide for chapter 46: GO!







Some Civil Rights Terms to Know

•14th Amendment

•Birmingham Children’s Crusade

•Civil Rights Act of 1964

•Selma March

•Voting Rights Act of 1965

•Fair Housing Act

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WV0k-3Hkjsw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vn6uQBDAr_U


What do you know about the Black Panthers?



Most interesting group? (Successful changes?)
Women
Gay Americans
African-Americans
Native Americans

Disabled Americans

Older Americans
Latinos
Asian-Americans



























Great Society: LBJ’s plan 1964-1968

•What and why important: liberal programs (mostly social ones) 
•War on Poverty
• Economic Opportunity Act

• Head Start, etc., cuts poverty by almost 50%

•Medicare and Medicaid
• Insurance for old and poor people

• Immigration Act of 1965
• No more quotas. Immigration based on skills and family ties

•Miranda rights
• Rights of accused 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pD3Vn44F7as


What is the bias?

• Do you think this is a reliable source?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EClpFLDrK0g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EClpFLDrK0g














https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lkXFb1sMa38&index=41&list=PL8dPuuaLjXtMwmepBjTSG593eG7ObzO7s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lkXFb1sMa38&index=41&list=PL8dPuuaLjXtMwmepBjTSG593eG7ObzO7s










The Vietnam War





Overview: In 1954, Vietnam was divided into two states: 

communist North Vietnam and non-communist South Vietnam.  

When Vietnamese communists began attacking South Vietnam, 

the U.S. sent troops to help.  At one point, over 500,000 U.S. 

troops were fighting in support of South Vietnam.  

Eventually, many Americans came to believe that U.S. 

troops should be withdrawn.  The war became one of the most 

divisive and unpopular causes in U.S. history.  In 1973, a cease-

fire agreement with North Vietnam was signed and U.S. forces 

withdrew.  Two years later, Vietnam was reunited under 

communist rule.



Located in 

Southeast Asia, 

Vietnam is rich in 

resources such as 

coal, iron ore, 

petroleum, 

mercury and tin.

Geography



Result: Ho Chi Minh’s 

Indochinese Communist 

Party led strikes and 

revolts against the 

French.

Cause: Starting in 

1858, the French 

colonized and 

controlled most of 

Southeast Asia and 

began to utilize their 

valuable resources.  The 

region became known 

as French Indochina.



1940- During World War II, Japan

seizes control of Vietnam.

1941- Happy to see the French gone,           

the Vietnamese still feared the 

Japanese.  As a result, Ho Chi 

Minh and others found the 

Vietminh (Independence) league

World War II



Cause: Japan leaves Vietnam in 1945 after its 

defeat in WWII.

Result: The French try to regain the former 

colony.



Cause: In 1954, the French are defeated at Dien Bien Phu.

Result: The French surrender to Ho Chi Minh.

Independence MovementAt last, we are 

finally free of 

those pesky 

foreigners!!!

http://www.fanen.com/Cosims/grafik/dien_bien_phu.gif
http://www.fanen.com/Cosims/grafik/dien_bien_phu.gif


Cause: Rising communist sentiment in 

Vietnam leads U.S. President Eisenhower to 

describe the situation as the “domino 

theory.” (The fall of one country to 

communism will lead to the fall of its 

neighbors) 

Result: In 1954, An International Peace 

Conference divides Indochina at the 17th parallel. 

• North Vietnam –Led by Ho Chi Minh’s communist 

forces and supported by the USSR and China

•South Vietnam –Led by an anti-Communist 

government under the rule of Ngo Dinh Diem and 

supported by the U.S. and France.



The Kennedy administration seemed 

split on how peaceful or democratic 

the Diem regime really was. Some 

Kennedy advisers believed Diem had 

not instituted enough social and 

economic reforms to remain a viable 

leader in South Vietnam. Others 

argued that Diem was the 

"best of a bad lot." 

President Diem maintained that South Vietnam was a 

peace-loving democracy and that the Communists were 

out to destroy his new country. 

Should the United States support Ngo Dinh Diem?

http://www.cs.umb.edu/jfklibrary/


Cause: Diem and his brother, Ngo 

Dinh Nhu, began raiding Buddhist

pagodas in South Vietnam, 

claiming they were harboring 

Communists.

Result: Massive protests on the 

streets of Saigon took place 

including the self-immolation of 

many Buddhist monks.



Why would these Buddhist monks perform such an act? 
The pictures of the monks engulfed in flames made world 

headlines, bringing attention to the corrupt government of 

Ngo Dinh Diem.



Cause: Diem is an unpopular, corrupt, 

dictator and decides NOT hold scheduled 

elections that were promised to the 

people. (The U.S. supported his decision 

because they thought the Communists 

would be elected.)

Result: In 1963, a U.S. backed group of 

South Vietnamese generals plan a coup. 

They overthrow and assassinate Diem.  

Later that month, President Kennedy was 

also assassinated and Lyndon Baines 

Johnson (LBJ) became President.

A Change in Leadership 



Cause: The U.S. feels that the new leaders were no more 

popular than Diem and they feared a Communist takeover.

Result: The U.S. increases the number of military advisors 

and aid to South Vietnam.

The National Liberation Front:

Founded in 1960, this South 

Vietnamese group supported the 

unification of Vietnam and opposed 

Ngo Dinh Diem and the U.S. presence 

in Vietnam.  The group came to be 

known as the Viet Cong (VC).



Soon, the number of planes, tanks and other military 

equipment sent to South Vietnam increases.

file://SCSD-NAS02/../../../DOCUME~1/Owner/LOCALS~1/Temp/h46mmaf.htm
file://SCSD-NAS02/../../../DOCUME~1/Owner/LOCALS~1/Temp/h46mmaf.htm


Cause: By August of 1964, the U.S. needed 

justification for its increasing presence in Vietnam.

Result: U.S. President LBJ told Congress that North 

Vietnamese patrol boats had attacked two American 

destroyers in the Gulf of Tonkin.  One of the attacks 

was never proven to have happened.

The Spark of the Vietnam War! 





President Johnson's Message to 

Congress August 5, 1964
“The North Vietnamese regime has conducted 

further deliberate attacks against U.S. naval 

vessels operating in international waters… 

These latest actions of the North Vietnamese 

regime has given a new and grave turn to the 

already serious situation in southeast Asia.”

“I want to ask the Congress for a resolution expressing the unity and 

determination of the United States in supporting freedom and in 

protecting peace in southeast Asia. 

This resolution obligates the United States and other members to act 

against Communist aggression in any nation.”



On August 5, 1964 Congress passed the Gulf of Tonkin

Resolution that authorized the President to use war powers 

and send American troops into Vietnam. 

Gulf of Tonkin Resolution

Compare the amount of troops sent to Vietnam in 1964 to 1968.



At the same time, popular support for the Vietcong grew. 

Ho Chi Minh strongly supported the Vietcong with troops 

and munitions, as did the Soviet Union and China. 

You need soldiers 

and guns? No 

problem, I’ve got 

plenty.

I’ve got 

your back, 

Ho.

Me too. 

Slap me 

five 

Lenny!



Welcome! 

Please take out your Vietnam-

terms-to-know notes: 15 minutes 

to work on TCI 51 notes

What made the Vietnam War 

difficult to win?













• Who is better for American ideals?

–Protesters of the war: the U. S. government is 

engaged in an unjust war

–Advocates for the soldiers: they are doing 

what they are told and supporting our nation, 

while protesters are hating soldiers for doing 

their job









Strategies for the War
United States

• Will use its superior firepower 

to force the enemy to surrender

• Will use air strikes to bomb the 

enemy into submission

• Will use search and destroy 

missions to pinpoint enemy bases 

and supplies.

• Will set up blockades to prevent 

supplies from reaching the 

enemy. 

North Vietnam

• Will rely on the Guerilla tactics 

of surprise and mobility.

• Will avoid major head to head 

battles

• Will use knowledge of terrain 

to their advantage

• Will fight during the night and 

use underground tunnels to 

confuse enemy.

• Will not fight to win, but to 

prolong the war and never lose.



Underground Tunnels



Cause: Unable to win a 

decisive victory on the ground

Bombing Campaign

Result: The U.S. turned to air 

power and bombed millions of 

acres of farmland and forest in an 

attempt to destroy enemy 

hideouts.

The U.S. continued to drop 

bombs on more targets through 

1967 causing an estimated $300 

million in damage.



• To Destroy the North Vietnamese economy

• To Hinder the flow of supplies and men

• To Reduce morale and the will to fight



Major Turning Points
The Tet Offensive

On January 31, 1968, during 

the Vietnamese New Year 

known as Tet, the North 

Vietnamese communist forces 

inititated a large scale attack 

on major South Vietnamese 

cities and bases. 

Why did the north use the Ho 

Chi Minh Trail and why was 

it effective?





Results of the Tet Offensive
• Up to 40,000 communists were 

killed in action

• The U.S. military quickly responded 

to the surprise attacks and defeated 

the communists

• Almost all territory was regained by 

the U.S. within a few days

• The public saw bloody street 

fighting and the communist’s 

temporary occupation of the U.S. 

Embassy in Saigon.
If the Tet Offensive was a military 

loss for North Vietnam, then why 

is it considered a turning point?



Results of the Tet Offensive
• Up to 40,000 communists were 

killed in action

• The U.S. military quickly responded 

to the surprise attacks and defeated 

the communists

• Almost all territory was regained by 

the U.S. within a few days

• The public saw bloody street 

fighting and the communist’s 

temporary occupation of the U.S. 

Embassy in Saigon. The U. S. and S. Vietnamese 

public lost support for the war. …

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J_bT2KpuAQ4










The My Lai Massacre

On March 16, 1968 a “search and destroy 

mission” unfolded in My Lai, a heavily mined area 

controlled by the VC. Many soldiers of Charlie 

Company, 11th Brigade, had been maimed or killed 

in the area during the preceding weeks. The 

agitated troops, under the command of Lt. William 

Calley, entered the village poised for engagement 

with the elusive Vietcong. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OnvTyMptOt8


The mission turned into a massacre when Calley ordered his men to enter the 

village firing, though there had been no report of opposing fire.  Over 300 

apparently unarmed civilians including women, children, and the elderly 

were executed. For his part, Calley was said to have rounded up a group of 

the villagers, ordered them into a ditch, and mowed them down in a fury of 

machine gun fire.

At his trial, Calley testified that he was ordered by 

Captain Ernest Medina to kill everyone in the village 

of My Lai. Still, there was only enough photographic 

and recorded evidence to convict Calley, alone, of 

murder. He was sentenced to life in prison, but was 

released in 1974, following many appeals. After being 

issued a dishonorable discharge, Calley entered the 

insurance business.



Anti-War Protests on the Homefront
As a result of the military draft, civil rights movement, 

and television coverage of the war, many college 

students began to protest the war.  300,000 protested in 

New York City in August 1967.  



Nixon Elected President in 1968

Cause: During the late 1960s, 

protests against the war became 

more popular in the U.S.  The stress 

of the war causes LBJ not to run for 

President for a second term. 

Result: Elected in 1968, President Nixon 

begins withdrawing U.S. troops from Vietnam 

in 1969. This policy was called 

“Vietnamization” because it allowed U.S. 

troops to pull out while the South Vietnamese 

increased their combat role.



Pentagon Papers

• The NYTimes published leaked info that showed the military 
and politicians had deceived the public for a long time

• Leaked by Daniel Ellsberg, who wanted to uncover government 
deception about Vietnam
• Eisenhower, Kennedy, LBJ, Nixon

•Nixon, injunction on Times: “prevents him from doing his job”

•Post avoids injunction

• Supreme Court, eventually
• Prior restraint not valid

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E_-efpukppE


What countries 

did the Ho Chi 

Minh Trail pass 

through?

What should the 

U. S. do?



The Bombing of Cambodia

Result: On March 18, 1969, 

American B-52s began carpet-

bombing eastern Cambodia 

and Laos and dropped 540,000 

tons of bombs, killing 

anywhere from 150,000 to 

500,000 civilians.  The 

bombing was kept secret from 

the American people. 

Cause: The Vietcong moved soldiers 

and supplies through Cambodia and 

Laos over the Ho Chi Minh Trail.



The Kent State Shooting   
After Nixon announced the bombing of Cambodia, the 

Nation erupted in protests.  On May 4th, 1970, At Kent 

State University in Ohio, the National Guard was sent 

in due to massive protests and near riots.  

Film  

Clip

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9Pwro3vCUdU


After some 

commotion, the 

guardsmen opened 

fire, killing four 

students and 

injuring nine.

Tin soldiers and Nixon coming,

We're finally on our own.

This summer I hear the drumming,

Four dead in Ohio.

Gotta get down to it

Soldiers are gunning us down

Should have been done long ago.

What if you knew her

And found her dead on the ground

How can you run when you know?



After some 

commotion, the 

guardsmen opened 

fire, killing four

students and 

injuring nine.



The Christmas Bombing
In order to force North Vietnam to make 

concessions at the peace talks, Nixon orders massive 

bombings of Hanoi and Haiphong.



Paris Peace Accords
After years of stalled talks, a cease-fire was finally signed 

on January 27, 1973 by the United States, North Vietnam, 

and South Vietnam.   Its provisions were:

•Cease-fire in-place and troop withdrawal

• All parties committed to no further acts                                  

of force on ground, in the air, and on the sea.

• Return of all captured military personnel                           

and foreign civilians within 60 day period

• Exercise of South Vietnam's right of self-determination

• North and South Vietnam to begin peaceful negotiations 

on establishing normal relations and reunification.



Henry Kissinger, The United 

States Secretary of State, later 

justified the Paris Peace Accord by 

saying, 

"We believed that those who 

opposed the war in Vietnam would 

be satisfied with our withdrawal, 

and those who favored an 

honorable ending would be 

satisfied if the United States would 

not destroy an ally.“

America's longest war was over.



Cause: By March 1973, the last U.S. forces left Vietnam.

Result: The North Vietnamese overran South Vietnam 

two years later. 

Peace with Honor?

The last Americans 

leave the American 

Embassy in South 

Vietnam



The Communist rename Saigon, the capital of the South, 

Ho Chi Minh City.

North Vietnamese troops march into South Vietnam.

The Fall of Saigon

http://news.bbc.co.uk/olmedia/720000/images/_720724_nvasaigon300.jpg
http://news.bbc.co.uk/olmedia/720000/images/_720724_nvasaigon300.jpg


Cause: The Cambodians are angered by U.S. bombing and 

are poverty stricken.

Cambodia: The Khmer Rouge

This brutal, ruthless regime’s extreme 

agrarian-communist ideals led to more 

than 1 million deaths. Instead of saving 

Cambodia, the Khmer Rouge killed it.

Result: It remained unstable for years and in 1975 the 

Communist rebels, known as the Khmer Rouge, set up a 

brutal government under the leadership of Pol Pot.



Cause: Pol Pot begins a ruthless attempt to transform 

Cambodia into a rural communist society.

Result: Pol Pot’s followers commit acts of genocide 

resulting in the murder of almost two million Cambodians.  

He piled up the remains of the murdered in what became 

known as the “Killing Fields.”



Result: Within two weeks of the invasion, the Khmer Rouge 

had been driven out into Thailand. In its place, the 

Vietnamese installed a government led by Cambodian 

communists who had opposed Pol Pot. 

In April 1998, 73-year-old Pol Pot died 

of an apparent heart attack following his 

arrest, before he could be brought to 

trial by an international tribunal for the 

events of 1975-79. 

Cause: In 1978, Vietnam invaded 

Cambodia to oust the Khmer Rouge. The 

invasion was a response to two years of 

border incursions by Pol Pot's forces. 



Results of the Vietnam War
• There were 58,000 Americans, 400,000 South 

Vietnamese, and over 900,000 Viet Cong and North 

Vietnamese killed in Action.

• 304,000 Americans wounded

• Over 10,000 American MIA/POWs

• U.S. officially recognized Vietnam in 1989

• Vietnam still remains a united                                        

nation under a communist government

• Both Cambodia and Laos fall to communism



War Powers Resolution of 1973



The Vietnam War Memorial

The Vietnam Veterans Memorial was not dedicated until 

1982, more than seven years after the end of the war.

Film Clip

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wuxjTxxQUTs
















Nixon’s Face! 



Nixon Terms to Know for Sure

•OHSA (Occupational Safety and Health Administration)

•EPA (Environmental Protection Agency)

•Energy Crisis: (OPEC punished the U. S. for its support of 
Israel)
• Stagflation (prices and unemployment rise, wages don’t)

•Détente: lower tensions between U. S. and China/USSR

•SALT (Strategic Arms Limitation Treaty): limited nuclear 
weapons for U. S.-USSR

•Watergate



New Federalism

• Nixon’s program to reduce 
the federal gov’t role and 
put more emphasis on the 
state and local gov’t.

• It called for revenue 
sharing in which the federal 
gov’t would give the state 
gov’t money for them to 
spend as they saw fit.



The Southern Strategy

• Gain southern votes by supporting southern 
policies like getting the federal government 
out of desegregation issues

• Nixon courts the Dixiecrats to gain more votes 
by trying to reverse Civil Rights Legislation

• Swann v. Charlotte Mecklenburg- forced 
busing

- bus students to enforce integration of schools

- Nixon publicly disagreed didn’t enforce it.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7d8Zm9kl488




The Economy

• Stagflation combination of 
inflation and a stagnant economy 
with high unemployment

• Nixon had focused on controlling 
inflation by cutting spending and 
raising taxes

• He then tried to reduce consumer 
spending by getting the Federal 
Reserve Board to raise interest 
rates



Causes of Stagflation

• Inflation result of LBJ’s deficit 
spending on war, social programs

•Unemployment from more 
international trade, new workers

•Rising oil prices, U.S. dependence on 
foreign oil added to inflation



Oil Embargo
• 1973 OPEC countries are 

fighting the Yom Kippur War 
against Israel

• US supports Israel

• OPEC cuts off oil to the US 
causing prices to skyrocket

• Prices went from 30 cents to 
75 cents

• Gas was rationed



Nixon Plan
Announced economic plan in August 

1971:  

Phase I froze wages and prices and 
rents for 90 days, devalued dollar in 
Dec. 
Phase II eased controls on profits and 

dividends and fresh produce

Unemployment remained high but 
inflation began to decline.

Plan did not help



Realpolitik

• Want U.S. to compete based 
on power not ideals; 
confront all powerful 
nations, even Communist

• Henry Kissinger- Secretary of 
State was responsible for 
Nixon foreign policy



Nixon visits China (ping pong diplomacy!)

• 1972 Nixon becomes 1st U.S. 
president to visit China

• He was visiting to work for normal 
relations with China

• Open trade possibilities

• Wanted to drive a wedge between 
China and Soviets

• Give US better bargaining over 
nuclear weapons with Soviets

• Wanted to isolate N. Vietnam

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wvJ4wh1kwR8


Detente

• Easing of tensions 
between the U.S., China 
and the Soviets

• The United States hoped 
to build a better 
relationship with its 
main rivals in the 
interest of world peace



SALT I • May, 1972  American-
Soviet summit held to 
discuss the tensions 
between the 
Superpowers

• Strategic Arms Limitation 
Treaty (SALT I)  plan to 
limit nuclear arms in both 
nations

• Also agreed to increase 
trade and exchange of 
scientific information



Culture of Nixon Years

• Me or Pepsi Generation: era 

of restoration rather than 

protest, conservatism rather 

than reform, consumer 

culture rather than 

counterculture, detente 

rather than confrontation 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAMQjRw&url=http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pepsi&ei=PT7vVL-CEMyZgwSRuIDIBQ&bvm=bv.86956481,d.eXY&psig=AFQjCNEmj0-1IUeOFlv6voN4F5O-7iuUDg&ust=1425051581295760
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAMQjRw&url=http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pepsi&ei=PT7vVL-CEMyZgwSRuIDIBQ&bvm=bv.86956481,d.eXY&psig=AFQjCNEmj0-1IUeOFlv6voN4F5O-7iuUDg&ust=1425051581295760








What’s the big deal?

*



*

* Richard Nixon only narrowly won the 1968 election, but the combined total of 
popular votes for Nixon and Wallace indicated a shift to the right in American 
politics. 
* The 1960s began as an era of optimism and possibility and ended in disunity and 

distrust. 
* The Vietnam war and a series of assassinations and crises eroded public trust in 

government and produced a backlash against liberal movements and the 
Democratic party. 



*
*Nixon campaigned as a champion of 
the "silent majority," the hardworking 
Americans who paid taxes, did not 
demonstrate, and desired a restoration 
of "law and order.”

*He vowed to restore respect for the rule 
of law, reconstitute the stature of 
America, dispose of ineffectual social 
programs, and provide strong leadership 
to end the turmoil of the 1960s. 



*
*Beginning on June 13, 1971, the Times 

published a series of daily articles based 
on the information contained in the 
Pentagon Papers. After the third article, 
the U.S. Department of Justice got a 
temporary restraining order against 
further publication of the material, 
arguing that it was detrimental to U.S. 
national security. The Times and 
the Washington Post joined forces to 
fight the court battle, and on June 30 
the U.S. Supreme Court ruled 6-3 that 
the government had failed to prove 
harm to national security, and that 
publication of the papers was justified 
under the First Amendment’s protection 
of freedom of the press.

* In addition to publication in the Times, Post, 
Boston Globe and other newspapers, portions of 
the Pentagon Papers entered the public record 
when Senator Mike Gravel of Alaska, an 
outspoken critic of the Vietnam War, read them 
aloud in a Senate subcommittee hearing. These 
portions revealed that the presidential 
administrations of Harry S. Truman, Dwight D. 
Eisenhower,John F. Kennedy and Lyndon B. 
Johnson had all misled the public about the degree 
of U.S. involvement in Vietnam, from Truman’s 
decision to give military aid to France during its 
struggle against the communist-led Viet Minh to 
Johnson’s development of plans to escalate the 
war in Vietnam as early as 1964, even as he 
claimed the opposite during that year’s 
presidential election.



*
*What is it called when someone’s album is put 

online before the person intended to release it?

*After the release of the Pentagon Papers, the 
White House created a unit to ensure internal 
security. 

*This unit was called the Plumbers because they 
stopped leaks.

* In 1971 they burglarized the office of Daniel 
Ellsberg’s psychiatrist, seeking material to 
discredit him. 

* It was later revealed that Nixon’s domestic advisor 
John Ehrlichman knew of and approved the plan.

Howard Hunt G. Gordon Liddy

James McCord Chuck Colson



*Watergate Hotel

*Saturday Night Massacre

https://www.cnn.com/videos/politics/2018/01/27/saturday-night-massacre-nixon-kaye-pkg-ac.cnn


1972 Election
• Richard Nixon vs. George McGovern

• George Wallace 3rd party candidate 
was shot

• McGovern was associated with 
“Amnesty, Abortion & Acid”

• Nixon promises peace at hand in 
Vietnam

• Nixon wins in landslide

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Nytimes1972electionpage.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Nytimes1972electionpage.jpg


CREEP

• Committee to Re-elect the 
President

• $ for Nixon reelection 
campaign was used to try to 
cover-up the break in and 
silence the burglars

• 1973 the Senate begins 
investigation



Woodward and Bernstein



Cover-Up Unravels
• Watergate burglars went on trial and 

claimed that they were hired by the Nixon 
administration

• John Dean, an inner circle member, testified 
that AG Mitchell ordered the break-in and 
that Nixon ordered the cover-up

• Alleged tapes were discovered that 
recorded Nixon ordering the cover-up

• Spiro Agnew (Nixon’s VP) was forced to 
resign because he was caught taking bribes 
 Gerald Ford becomes the new VP



The Tapes
Senate Judiciary Committee sues for 
tapes

–Back and forth…smoke and mirrors!
–U.S. v. Nixon forces Nixon to turnover 

tapes
–Nixon claims Executive Privilege
– Tapes come out…18 minutes is 

missing
– Supreme Court orders “all tapes in 

their entirety”
– Tapes prove Nixon knew and 

approved Watergate break in



Impeachment Begins
• On 27 July 1974, the House Judiciary 

Committee approved Articles of Impeachment 
against Nixon. 

• The House was to vote on the matter soon. 
• Charges were obstruction of justice, abuse of 

power, perjury and contempt of Congress
• Nixon conceded that impeachment in the 

House was likely,  but he believed that the 
Senate vote to remove him would fail. 



Nixon Resigns
• On 5 August 1974, when the 

“smoking gun tape” became 
public, a delegation from 
the Republican National 
Committee told Nixon that 
he would not survive the 
vote in the Senate. 

• On 9 August 1974, Richard 
Nixon became the first 
American president to 
resign. 





Aftermath
• More than 30 government officials went to 

prison for their role in Watergate. 
• Richard Nixon was not one of them. 
• In September 1974, President Gerald Ford 

gave Nixon a full pardon. 
• America became very distrustful of the 

Presidency
• Woodward and Bernstein won the Pulitzer 

Prize. 
• They collaborated on 2 books, All the 

President’s Men and The Final Days. 
• In 1976 All the President’s Men was adapted 

into an Oscar winning film.
• The identity of Deep Throat was kept secret 

until W. Mark Felt unmasked himself in 2005.



In sum, 







*

*What happened at the Watergate hotel in 1972?

*Why is it so damaging to President Nixon’s legacy?

*Why is it such a big deal?

*What should have happened to those involved?

*What was the role of the media?

*What, likely, would have happened with this whole Watergate situation is 
Woodward and Bernstein had not pursued the story?

*How might this event have influenced future journalists?





https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OCrxD19DHA8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OCrxD19DHA8










The Rest of the ’70s: Carter (Ford did very little) 

• Energy Crisis
• National Energy Act, Malaise Speech

• Camp David Accords 
• Egypt gets land back that Israel took in 1967 (and kept in 1973) Wars

• Iran Hostage Crisis
• Let’s talk

• Environmental Protection
• Clean Water Act

• Three Mile Island 

• Baby Bust

• Rustbelt

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VBu_bN4EvWU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0tGd_9Tahzw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ucpjnF7S4LE


Election of 1976
Republican 
Nominee:

Gerald Ford

Democrat 
Nominee:

Jimmy Carter

Election Day Results: Jimmy Carter wins with 40.8 
million votes to Gerald Fords 39.1 million

“I will 
never lie 
to the 
American 
people”



Carter Presidency

• Carter was the former 
governor of Georgia, but 
had no experience in 
Washington

• Carter promised to restore 
honesty and new 
programs for energy 
development and national 
health care

• Relaxed presidency
• Deeply religious



Carter Faces Problems
• Energy Crisis: reliance on 

foreign oil

• Creates Department of Energy

• Passes the National Energy Act

• Tries to lessen the crisis but 
none of the programs formed 
worked well



Economic Crisis 
• Violence in the Middle East 

produces fuel shortage in 
U.S.

• Inflation rises from 7.6% to 
11.3% in 1979, 14% in 1980

• Standard of Living goes from 
1st to 5th place in the word

• Manufacturing jobs begin to 
decrease



Civil Rights
• His administration included 

more minorities and women 
than any other administration

• Regents of California v. Bakke-
upheld affirmative action, but 
race can’t be the deterring 
factor

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Regents_of_the_University_of_California_v._Bakke
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Regents_of_the_University_of_California_v._Bakke


Carter’s Foreign Policy

• Promotes human rights 
throughout the world

• 1977 signed treaty that gave 
Panama the rights to the 
Panama Canal Dec 31, 1999

• Will win Nobel Peace Prize for 
his efforts on world peace



Collapse of Detente

• SALT II talks delayed

- December 1979 Soviets invade 
Afghanistan

- Carter places economic sanctions

- Grain embargo

- Carter lets SALT II die

- U.S. boycotts 1980 Summer 
Olympics in Moscow



Iranian Hostage Crisis

• Iran Crisis  originally, the US had 
supported the Shah, or ruler of Iran 
because they were a large supplier of 
oil to the US
– Shah became an oppressive ruler and 

very unpopular among the people
– The people forced him to flee in 1979

• Ayatollah Khomeini  new ruler of 
Iran, greatly distrusted US 

• November, 1979  revolutionaries 
stormed the American embassy and 
took 52 hostages



Iranian Hostage Crisis
• Carter attempted a failed rescue 

attempted which ended with the 
death of 8 servicemen

• The inability to free the hostages 
cost Carter the 1980 election

• January 20, 1981  day Carter left 
office, Iran released the hostages 
after 444 days in captivity



Iranian Hostage Crisis

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hBjJE9fGdkM


Environmental Movement
• Environmentalism  grows

-Rachel Carson

Silent Spring, 1962

• Wrote about pesticides and 
pollution of water and soil

• -establishment of EPA

• Environmental Protection Agency

• Sets/enforces pollution 
standards

• -April 22, 1970

• 1st Earth Day

• Promotes ecological awareness



Environmentalism
• Alaskan Conservation

• Alaskan land set aside and given back 
to native tribes to save oil

• -Nuclear Energy debate

• Dangerous but convenient
– Three Mile Island 

• - March 1979 near Harrisburg, PA

• Partial meltdown showed dangers of 
nuclear power

• -Continuing Movement

• Struggle to balance environmental 
concerns with jobs and progress

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ucpjnF7S4LE








Sports Heroes

Bobby Orr
Pete Rose Reggie Jackson Franco Harris Mark Spitz

Bruce Jenner
Billie Jean King

Richard Petty



Sports Heroes

Jack Nicklaus Dorothy Hamill
Hank Aaron Kareem Abdul Jabbar Roger Staubach

Team of 1970s



http://www.inthe70s.com/clothes/chucktaylors0.shtml
http://www.inthe70s.com/clothes/chucktaylors0.shtml


Camp David Accords
1979



Camp David 
Accords

1979
• Pres Carter

– Egypt, Sadat

– Israel, Rabin

*Israel gives up 
Sinai

*Egypt 
recognizes Israel 
as a country

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mbc9ElB5vfQ


Anwar Sadat

•President of 
Egypt

•Makes peace 
with Israel



Egypt officially recognizes 
Israel’s existence.







Sadat Assassinated• 1981

• Killed by Muslim Extremists angry 
over peace with Israel. 









The Rest of the ’70s: Carter (Ford did very little) 

• Energy Crisis
• National Energy Act, Malaise Speech

• Camp David Accords 
• Egypt gets land back that Israel took in 1967 (and kept in 1973) Wars

• Iran Hostage Crisis
• Let’s talk

• Environmental Protection
• Clean Water Act

• Three Mile Island 

• Baby Bust

• Rustbelt

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VBu_bN4EvWU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0tGd_9Tahzw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ucpjnF7S4LE


Next up, contemporary America


