
The 1950s
Suburban life, Rock and Roll, Cold 

War, Nuclear Fear, The Baby 
Boom, and Drive-Ins



https://www.gilderlehrman.org/history-now/1945-present
https://www.gilderlehrman.org/history-now/1945-present


First Levittown

Truman Doctrine and Marshall Plan

Taft-Hartley Act

Berlin Blockade

Truman Defeated Dewey

Communist Revolution in China

NSC-68

Korean War

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lrJMez9vkrw




Truman Doctrine and 
Marshall Plan
◦Stop the spread of 
Communism
Gave $13 billion to countries to 
support democracy



Taft-Hartley Act
◦Makes it harder for unions to 
operate and limits labor rights
Response to the idea that labor 
is like communism 



Berlin Blockade
◦Soviets cut off supplies
◦U. S. responds with Berlin Air Lift 
to keep West Berlin free from 
Soviet control

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9gpYsK90aio


Truman Defeated Dewey
◦Um, yes

◦“Fair Deal” 



Communist Revolution in China
◦Helps strengthen Truman Doctrine
Makes U. S. more fearful of Communism

U. S. supports Taiwan



NSC-68 positive and ?
◦Military plan for containing 
communism all over the 
world, not  just Europe

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7ugz3eS1R6Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nKCMJAVd2Pc


Korean WarFirst big proxy 
war between communist and 
democratic forces that used 
the American military

◦It’s still “going”

https://www.cnn.com/travel/article/korea-dmz-wildlife-hiking-trails/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/travel/article/korea-dmz-wildlife-hiking-trails/index.html


Soviet Invasion

American Communists



Describe the ideal American?
◦What does this person do for work and fun?

◦What does this person own?

◦How does this person live?

◦What are this person’s beliefs?

Who, specifically, best embodies this 
ideal?
◦Who should all Americans try to be more like?





Why did people feel the need for Conformity in the 

1950s?

What are the benefits of Conformity during the 

Cold War?

What were the general age and gender roles of the 

1950s?

What was the typical American Family in the 1950s?



 What drives conformity?
 Where does the message of conformity come from?

How do you think American teenagers 
from the 1950s would react to this?

Does it have any educational value, or is it 
just propaganda?

 http://www.archive.org/movies/details-
db.php?collection=prelinger&collectionid=10468

http://www.archive.org/movies/details-db.php?collection=prelinger&collectionid=10468


 Describe the ideal American?
◦What does this person do?

◦What does this person own?

◦How does this person live?

◦What are this person’s beliefs?

 Who, specifically, best embodies this ideal?
◦Who should all Americans try to be more like?

 Explain why you have answered the previous 
question the way you did.



What do you picture?

• Food?
• Clothes?
• Cars?
• Music?



Music 
Rock and Roll is born

 Elvis Presley
 Big Mamma Thornton
 Carl Perkins
 ‘’If I could find a white man who had the Negro 

sound and the Negro feel, I could make a billion 
dollars”

 -Sam Philips, founder of Sun Records

 Chuck Berry and movie
 Guitar Rock, and Duck Walk

 Little Richard
 Tutti Frutti

 Pat Boone

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i2VUD6VNcMU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6ROwVrF0Ceg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S1i5coU-0_Q
Elvis_Presley_-_Hound_Dog_LIVE.mp4
Elvis_Presley_-_Hound_Dog_LIVE.mp4
http://www.youtube.com/
http://www.youtube.com/


Sports
• Baseball is big

– Hank Aaron, Mickey Mantle, Roger Maris
– Jackie Robinson breaks the color barrier

• Boxing
– Floyd Patterson, Rocky Marciano (49-0) 

• Minor Sports
– Johnny Unitas & Jim Brown (Football)
– Sam Snead (Golf)
– Bob Cousy (Basketball)
– Gordie Howe (Hockey)
– Pele (Soccer)



Television

• T.V. was an emerging technology in the 
‘5os
– Lone Ranger, I Love Lucy, Jackie Gleason
– Ed Sullivan, Gunsmoke, Have Gun will 

travel, Maverick
– Any common themes?



• Leading Men:
– James Dean Marlon Brando, Charlton Heston

• Leading Ladies
– Marilyn Monroe, Liz Taylor, Katherine Hepburn

• Big Flicks
– Alice in Wonderland, Peter Pan, Lady and the Tramp
– On the Waterfront, Ben Hur, Ten Commandments, Wild Ones, 

Vertigo

Movies



Art and Literature
“Beat Poets” “Howl”

• Abstract Art: Jackson Pollack
• Beats, counter-culture

– On The Road
– Howl

• Other Prominent Works
– Catcher in the Rye
– Fahrenheit 451

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XYitYHntLI4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yEiEy1XHJvs


Cars

• Big Fins, 2 tone, the essential classic cars
• Offered in colors other than Black and navy blue

– Chevrolet: Corvette, Nomad, the Bel-Air (‘57)
– Ford Thunderbird…Edsel (Epic Fail)
– Cadillac

1950's TV Ad.mp4
1950's TV Ad.mp4
1957 CHEVROLET CAR COMMERCIAL.mp4
1957 CHEVROLET CAR COMMERCIAL.mp4


Suburban Sprawl

• Soldiers want families
• People have money, good jobs
• People want space
• Cars give people a greater range of 

transportation
• Suburbs grow and the Baby Boom happens



Politics

• Civil Rights Movement begins
–Rosa Parks
–Brown vs. Board of Education, 1954
–Montgomery Bus Boycott
–Little Rock 9



Nuclear Fear

• Duck and Cover Drills
• Nuclear bomb shelters are hot items

Duck And Cover (1951) Bert The Turtle Civil Defense Film.mp4
Duck And Cover (1951) Bert The Turtle Civil Defense Film.mp4


Fashion

• Ladies
– Dresses or skirts pants were NOT 

acceptable
– Poodle skirts, Saddle Shoes

• Gentlemen
– Grey Flannel Suits, dress shoes
– Button up shirts, short sleeved, Converse or 

“Boat Shoes” Levi’s or Khaki pants



Consumerism, Futuristic

• People want more, can afford more and buy lots of stuff
• Invented in the 50s

Super Glue Transistor Radio

Video Tape Recorders Mr. Potato Head

Birth Control Pill McDonalds

Hula Hoop Microchip

Barbie Doll



Which was most important?
(Social, political, or economic)

• Internal Security Act 
• Hydrogen Bomb Test
• Eisenhower Elected
• Army-McCarthy Hearings
• Brown v. Board
• Warsaw Pact
• Montgomery Bus Boycott
• Federal Highway Act

• Civil Rights Act of 1957
• Federal Troops Sent to 

Little Rock
• Sputnik 1
• NASA
• Sit-ins
• Kennedy Elected 1960



Finish!

• Read about the Rat Pack—it’s interesting
• Make sure you turned in McCarthy notes 

and thesis
• Check grades if you haven’t since last week
• Do the HW for Day 30 (link on website)



McCarthy Thesis Statements

Though McCarthyism was founded out of an 

understandable fear of communism, its 

negative effects on the U. S. education 

system—targeting citizens and creating a 

culture of fear and persecution—renders 

its application unpalatable. 



McCarthy Thesis Statements

Following WWII, the rise of McCarthyism 

ultimately strengthened the American 

population by unifying positive and moral 

ideologies under newly emphasized 

religious aspects of personal, family, and 

community life. 



McCarthy Thesis Statements

At a time when Communism was a globally 

growing threat, Senator Joseph McCarthy 

greatly assisted the elimination of 

Communist infiltration in American 

democracy, thereby advancing American 

security and prosperity. 



McCarthy Thesis Statements

McCarthy’s actions had a terrible effect on 

the government, ruining the careers of 

many experienced individuals, which 

ultimately left major gaps in the State 

Department’s expertise, nearly crippling 

the country’s ability to conduct foreign 

policy. 



 Accused at HUAC meeting of Communist activities by Whittaker 
Chambers (Time editor and admitted ex-Communist)

 Denies it, says he never new Chambers

 Chambers confronts Hiss face-to-face
◦ Hiss says Chambers was using an alias

◦ Pumpkin papers

 Government is splintered (Truman and Acheson vs. HUAC and 
McCarthy and Nixon)

 Trial for perjury
◦ Guilty 

 Served 3 years (of 5-year sentence)

 Claims he is innocent until his death, in 1996

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZJetQHJ4EiQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tyJpunKjGQs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s-6BfCbrvuM


 Julius and Ethel (he worked as an engineer for the 
Army)

 Accused of passing atomic bomb secrets to Soviets 
by Ethel’s brother (he served 10 years in prison for 
sharing secrets with Soviets)

 Quick trial, the brother testified

 Guilty: electric chair

 International debate for 2 years

 June 19, 1953 executed

https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/rosenbergs-executed
https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/rosenbergs-executed
https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/rosenbergs-executed
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NRI8UuiTZNc


“I can only say that, by immeasurably increasing 
the chances of atomic war, the Rosenbergs may 
have condemned to death tens of millions of 
innocent people all over the world. The 
execution of two human beings is a grave 
matter. But even graver is the thought of the 
millions of dead whose deaths may be directly 
attributable to what these spies have done.”





https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nBiEDpmmh0A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nBiEDpmmh0A












Brown v. Board

Montgomery Bus Boycott

Civil Rights Act of 1957

Federal Troops Sent to Little Rock

Sit-ins

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S64zRnnn4Po
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S64zRnnn4Po


Sputnik 1 and 2

NASA

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9C72ISMF_D0&list=PL8dPuuaLjXtMwmepBjTSG593eG7ObzO7s&index=38
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9C72ISMF_D0&list=PL8dPuuaLjXtMwmepBjTSG593eG7ObzO7s&index=38


 Internal Security Act 

 Hydrogen Bomb Test

 Eisenhower Elected

 Army-McCarthy Hearings

 Brown v. Board

 Warsaw Pact

 Montgomery Bus Boycott

 Federal Highway Act

 Civil Rights Act of 1957

 Federal Troops Sent to 
Little Rock

 Sputnik 1

 NASA

 Sit-ins

 Kennedy Elected 1960



Make a podium: 

 Internal Security Act 

 Hydrogen Bomb Test

 Eisenhower Elected

 Army-McCarthy Hearings

 Brown v. Board

 Warsaw Pact

 Montgomery Bus Boycott

 Federal Highway Act

 Civil Rights Act of 1957

 Federal Troops Sent to 
Little Rock (legacy)

 Sputnik 1

 NASA

 Sit-ins

 Kennedy Elected 1960

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ym8rdtq-KBE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SAsh_PDr1cc










$ or no money:

Turkey

Pakistan

South Korea

Nicaragua

Haiti

Egypt 

CIA Action:

 Iran

Guatemala

Dominican Republic 



Partner or solo. Pick one country from each column. Do this:

 For each, describe what happened (who and when)
◦ Like 3-5 bullet points

 For both together, analyze how well it worked (did the U. 
S. promote democracy and prevent the spread of 
Communism?)
◦ Like 3-5 sentences

 For both together, evaluate how well the U. S. actions 
matched its ideals
◦ Pick a couple ideals, like 3-5 sentences

 Be ready to share and discuss



 First Levittown

 Truman Doctrine and Marshall 
Plan

 Taft-Hartley Act

 Berlin Blockade

 Truman Defeated Dewey

 Communist Revolution in China

 NSC-68

 Korean War

 Internal Security Act 

 Hydrogen Bomb Test

 Eisenhower Elected

 Army-McCarthy Hearings

 Brown v. Board

 Warsaw Pact

 Montgomery Bus Boycott

 Federal Highway Act

 Civil Rights Act of 1957

 Federal Troops Sent to Little 
Rock

 Sputnik 1

 NASA

 Sit-ins

 Kennedy Elected 1960

1950s terms: refute the 
choices from others

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lrJMez9vkrw
















Which actions were effective 
or ineffective?

Which actions support or 
detract from American 
ideals?



$ or no money:

Turkey

Pakistan

South Korea

Nicaragua

Haiti

Egypt 

CIA Action:

 Iran

Guatemala

Dominican Republic 



Plot your 4+ countries, and explain: 

Top of page, action worked well to promote 
democracy and stop the spread of communism

Bottom of page, action worked poorly

Right side, action supported American ideals

Left side, action did not support American 
ideals

Turn in HW to drawer and Cold War Chart to me

Research JFK (read TCI 47, find 2 other sources)




